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INTRODUCTION 

 Ethics: the study of right and wrong and how 

to tell the difference between them. Since 

"ethics" also means people's beliefs about 

right and wrong behavior, ethics can be 

defined as the study of morals. Ethics, also 

known as moral philosophy, is a branch of 

philosophy that involves systematizing, 

defending, and recommending concepts of 

right and wrong conduct. 



CONTENTS 



TRUTH, BEAUTY, AND GOODNESS 

 Truth, beauty, and goodness are said to be “the great transcendents 
of the classical tradition” or “qualities of divinity” or “three great 
ideals ... representing the sublime nature and lofty goal of all human 
endeavor.” Whatever they are, they are indeed “an ancient and 
venerable triad of values,” Western philosophers have from the very 
beginning been concerned with problems divisible into these three 
basic categories of ideals or values. Plato‟s metaphysical theory of 
Forms, for example, is primarily concerned with the epistemological 
category of Truth; his mimetic theory of art and his idea of the artist 
as divinely inspired have stepped into the aesthetic category of 
Beauty; and his consideration of justice and other virtues of state 
and soul deals all too obviously with the ethical category of 
Goodness. But what exactly are truth, beauty and goodness, 
respectively?  



TRUTH  

 The word “truth” certainly can refer to a human 
being‟s quality or state of “being true”: to loyalty, 
trustworthiness, sincerity, genuineness, honesty, etc. 
It can also refer to a statement‟s being in accordance 
with experience, facts, or reality. And it can ultimately 
refer to reality itself.  

 A moralist may praise a person for his truthful speech 
or behavior. A scientist may claim truth for a scientific 
fact or statement. Yet, it takes a metaphysician to tell 
us that truth is not just what is verifiable and tangible 
before our eyes, but, rather, as Plato conceives it, the 
unchanging Form, the invisible Universal, or the 
immaterial, abstract Idea.  



BEAUTY 

 Besides referring narrowly to good looks or a very good-looking 
woman, the word “beauty” designates broadly the quality, or the thing 
having the quality, attributed to “whatever pleases or satisfies the 
senses or mind, as by line, color, form, texture, proportion, rhythmic 
motion, tone, etc., or by behavior, attitude, etc.”3 What provides a 
perceptual experience of pleasure or satisfaction is sensual or outer 
beauty; what pleases or satisfies the mind is often such mental or 
inner beauty as kindness, sensitivity, tenderness, compassion, 
creativity, or intelligence. But, for a metaphysician like Plato, the real 
beauty is the absolute form of Beauty, the one abstract Beauty that is 
distinct from each and all of the beautiful things and separate from 
them, which is “completely beautiful, purely beautiful, unchangingly 
beautiful” (Urmson 297).  



GOODNESS 

 As an abstract noun, “goodness” indicates the state or 
quality of being good. But a vast variety of things can be 
good. Goodness can come from being suitable to a purpose 
or from producing a favorable result. We have good lamps, 
good eggs, good exercise, good excuse, good eyesight, good 
men, etc. When used in conjunction with “truth” and 
“beauty,” however, “goodness” is restricted to an ethical 
sense: it is synonymous with “virtue,” meaning “moral 
excellence” and referring to such things as kindness, 
generosity, and benevolence. Plato, it is said, recognizes four 
cardinal virtues: wisdom, courage, moderation, and justice. 
But for Plato Goodness or the Good is finally the highest idea 
and the source of all the rest of ideas.  

 



RELATION 

 Although truth, beauty, and goodness seemingly occupy three 
distinct and separate realms (call them epistemological, 
aesthetic, and ethical realms, or whatever), philosophers as well 
as ordinary people often fail to distinguish among them. Ordinary 
people, for instance, often refer to a loyal, honest person as 
either “good” or “true” and say that kindness is a person‟s “good 
virtue” or “inner beauty.” This laxity of verbal usage is in effect 
like the ambiguity found in Plato‟s use of the word kalon to mean 
both “beautiful” and “noble” so that “exact translators prefer to 
render kalon as „fine,‟ which while blander than „beautiful‟ is 
suitable to both ethical and aesthetic contexts.”4 In fact, when 
Socrates says that beauty is prepei (appropriate), he has also 
mixed up an aesthetic idea with an ethical one. And when Plato 
ranks goodness as the supreme idea, he has subsumed the idea 
that “the truly real and the truly good are identical” (Thilly 81).  



EXPLANATION 

 In relating Shelley and Plato to the topic of truth, beauty, and 
goodness, however, what I need to emphasize particularly are two 
points. First, in Plato‟s doctrine, truth, beauty, and goodness are all 
highly valuable ideas or forms, and all ideas or forms are for him 
“non-temporal, as well as non-spatial”; they are “eternal and 
immutable” entities that “subsist independently of any knowing 
mind” though they can be “apprehended by reason” (Thilly 82). 
Second, in Plato‟s doctrine, all ideas or forms “are logically 
interrelated and constitute a hierarchy, in which the higher forms 
„communicate‟ with lower or subordinate forms,” and “the supreme 
form in the hierarchy is the form of the Good” (Thilly 82). Indeed, as 
Plato‟s cosmology is “an attempt to explain reality as a purposeful, 
well-ordered cosmos, and the world as an intelligence, guided by 
reason and directed toward an ethical goal” (Thilly 84), goodness is 
naturally singled out as “the logos, the cosmic purpose” (Thilly 81) to 
govern all other ideas including truth and beauty. 



CONCLUSION 

Here we studied the important notions of ethics such 
as good, beauty, right, duty and obligations. These 
are very wide concept and we had an overlook.  
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